THE   ESTHETIC   AND   ETHICAL    JUDGMENTS

on the other hand, this same body of literature repre-
sents, on the ethical side, the "wisdom of the ages" as
opposed to the brief unwisdom of the romantics and
the naturalists. Since the romantics pretended to high
wisdom and the naturalists have proclaimed their
austere love of truth, the humanist deems it appropriate
to meet them on their own ground and to try to demon-
strate their philosophic immaturity. Today, when a
crude naturalism runs rampant in literature and the
arts, as well as in the realm of political thought and
action, the humanist conceives that he may be forgiven
his comparative indifference to the esthetic aspects of
contemporary writings, may be permitted to dwell upon
the subversiveness of their ethical significance, their
celebration of the indignity of man, their basic de-
featism.

How much of the dignity of man of which we prate
is symbolized in our literature, the true mirror of our
thoughts? Sometimes it is travestied by the lingering
formulas of romanticism, more often it is drably belied
by books and plays in which man is pictured as irra-
tional and unfree, in ugly bondage to heredity and
environment. To the pale cast of our thought, what a
piece of nature is a man! How ignoble in rationalizing!
How infinite in blundering! Here is something to which
the literary critic may well apply a humane philosophy,
bringing his literary judgment into relation with a gen-
eral or final judgment, if he would not be numbered
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